
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August 14, 2015 
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Organization 
Address 
City, CA Zip Code 
 
DISCLOSURE OF WATER SUPPLY WELL LOCATION INFORMATION ON GEOTRACKER 
 
Greetings: 
 
Recently, state law (Water Code section 13752) was amended to mandate public access to well 
completion reports.  Well completion reports are required to be filed with the Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) for all groundwater wells at the time that they are constructed.  The 
reports are required to contain information regarding each well’s location and construction, and 
the lithology of the subsurface, among other items.  Prior to the statutory amendment, well 
completion reports were confidential and not available to the public.  As a result of the 
amendment, all well completion reports are available to the public, except that personal 
information (the owner’s name and address) must be removed (redacted).  The purpose of this 
letter is to solicit your input (and input from your membership, if applicable) on what steps, if 
any, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) should take in response to 
this new law.   
 
Currently, the State Water Board obscures from public view the precise locations of certain 
types of, but not all, groundwater wells on its GeoTracker and GeoTracker Groundwater 
Ambient Monitoring and Assessment (GAMA) online groundwater information systems 
(http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/ and http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/gama). 
Specifically, GeoTracker GAMA has historically shown the precise locations of site cleanup 
monitoring wells, but has obscured the locations of water supply wells for public water systems 
and private domestic wells by providing a randomly-generated point within approximately one 
mile of the well’s precise location. In addition, the State Water Board’s Drinking Water Program 
has not released records that identify the precise location of water supply wells used by public 
water systems.  In accordance with the previous version of Water Code section 13752 and the 
Public Records Act, the State Water Board has been granting access to the precise locations of 
water supply wells only to public agencies that agree not to disclose those locations.  Since well 
completion reports, including information about the location of the wells, are now publicly  
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available by request from DWR,1 State Water Board management is considering whether to 
continue maintaining the confidentiality of groundwater well location information on its online 
groundwater information systems.   
 
Access to accurate, complete, and centrally located groundwater data is critical to better 
manage our water resources, especially in time of drought and as local agencies throughout the 
state implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.  Obscuring water supply well 
location information has reduced the ability of hydrogeologic researchers, decision-makers and 
the public, including disadvantaged communities, to readily access accurate data.  Dozens of 
large water systems currently provide water supply well information on the internet and water 
supply wells are often identifiable via online mapping tools, such as Google maps.   
 
Most water supply wells are also visible to any person observing the site, because a portion of 
the well or its related structures is above the ground surface.  The State Water Board’s water 
right database, (eWRIMS) has for several years publicly shown the precise location of all water 
right diversion points, including wells that divert water subject to the State Water Board’s water 
right permitting authority.  Displaying the exact location of water supply well locations in 
GeoTracker would align how the State Water Board displays water supply location data across 
its databases. Nonetheless, some have expressed water security concerns if water supply well 
locations are more readily available on GeoTracker.   
 
We welcome your comments on making well information public on the State Water Board's 
databases. 
 
 
SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS 
Written comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. Monday, September 14, 2015 (30 days) and 
sent electronically to Laura.Shook@waterboards.ca.gov.  Please indicate on the transmittal 
subject line: “Comment Letter – Disclosure of Water Supply Well Location Information.” If 
you do not have internet access, please submit your written comments to: 

 
Ms. Laura Shook 

Division of Water Quality 
State Water Resources Control Board 

1001 I Street, 15th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
We plan to summarize the results of your input and to solicit public comment at a future meeting 
of the State Water Board.  Please check the State Water Board web site for future meeting 
announcements for this item: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/.  In order to receive updates 
regarding this item, please sign up on the GAMA Lyris email list 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/swrcb_subscribe.shtml. 

                                                
1 DWR is the lead agency in distributing well completion reports to the public.  DWR is in the process of 

redacting names and addresses from approximately 800,000 well completion reports, and expects to 
make all well completion reports available to the public online in approximately a year.  In the meantime, 
members of the public may request specific well completion reports directly from DWR.  More information 
on DWR’s activities related to the statutory amendment is available at 
http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/wells/well_completion_reports.cfm.  
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
If you have questions about this letter, please contact Ms. Laura Shook by telephone at  
(916) 341-5271 or by email (Laura.Shook@waterboards.ca.gov).   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Bishop 
Chief Deputy Director 
 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: see next pages 
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cc: 
 
Bruce H. Wolfe, Executive Officer 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
David W. Gibson, Executive Officer 
San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board 
2375 Northside Drive, Suite 100 
San Diego, CA 92108 
 
Kenneth A. Harris Jr., Executive Officer 
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 
Kurt V. Berchtold, Acting Executive Officer  
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 
3737 Main Street, Suite 500 
Riverside, CA 92501 
 
Matthias St. John, Executive Officer 
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
5550 Skyline Blvd., Suite A 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
 
Pamela Creedon, Executive Officer 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board  
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
 
Patty Z. Kouyoumdjian, Executive Officer 
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd. 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 
 
Robert Perdue, Executive Officer 
Colorado River Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board 
73-720 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 100 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 
 
Samuel Unger, Executive Officer 
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
320 W. 4th Street, Suite 200 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
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cc (cont.): 
 
Barbara A. Lee, Director 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
P.O. Box 806 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
 
Brian R. Leahy, Director 
Department of Pesticide Regulations  
P.O. Box 4015 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
 
California Office of Emergency Services 
601 Sequoia Pacific Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA  95811 
 
Joshua Eddy, Executive Director 
California Department of Food and Agriculture 
1220 N Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Ken Alex, Director 
Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
 
Lauren Zeise, Acting Director 
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
P.O. Box 4010 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
 
Mark W. Cowin, Director 
Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236 
 
Corine Li, Manager 
United States Environmental Protection Agency - Region 9  
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

 
Mike Montgomery 
United States Environmental Protection Agency - Region 9  
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

 
Renee Morris, Environmental Protection Specialist 
United States Environmental Protection Agency-Headquarters 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
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cc (cont.) 
 
Brad Esser 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
Nuclear and Chemical Science Division 
7000 East Ave. 
Livermore, CA  94550 
 
Jesse Yow  
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
Environmental Restoration Division 
7000 East Ave. 
Livermore, CA  94550 
 
Eric Reichard 
United States Geological Survey 
6000 J Street 
Sacramento, CA  95819 
 
Randal Southard, Ph.D. 
University of California, Davis- Land, Air & Water Resources 
One Shields Avenue 
2148 PES Building 
Davis, CA  95616 
 
Jay H. Higgins, Region 9 Director 
American Society of Civil Engineers 
1801 Alexander Bell Drive 
Reston, VA  20191 
 
American Water Works Association 
10435 Ashford Street, 2nd Floor 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730 
 
Association of California Water Agencies 
910 K Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Pete Holland, Sacramento Section Chair 
Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists 
801 K Street, MS 12-32 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Sarah Kalika, San Francisco Section Chair 
Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists 
5612 Frank Place 
Clayton, CA 94517
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cc (cont.): 
 
Shant Minas, Southern California Section Chair 
Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists 
4742 San Fernando Road 
Glendale, CA 91204 
 
California Chamber of Commerce 
1215 K Street, Suite 1400 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
California Citrus Mutual 
512 North Kaweah Ave. 
Exeter, CA  93221 
 
California Coastkeeper Alliance 
156 Second Street 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
 
California Conference of Directors of Environmental Health 
1100 K Street, Suite 101 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
California Conference of Local Health Officers 
P.O. Box 997377 
Sacramento, CA  95899 
 
California Cotton Ginners Association 
1785 N. Fine Ave. 
Fresno, CA  93727 
 
California Cotton Growers Association 
1785 N. Fine Ave. 
Fresno, CA  93727 
 
California Dairies Inc. 
2000 N. Plaza Drive 
Visalia, CA  93291 
 
California Farm Bureau Federation 
2300 River Plaza Drive 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
 
California Fresh Fruit Association 
978 W. Alluvial, Suite 107 
Fresno, CA  93711 
 
California Groundwater Association 
1215 K Street, #940 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
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cc (cont.): 
 
Jay McKeman  
California Independent Oil Marketers Association 
3835 N Freeway Blvd., #240 
Sacramento, CA  95834 
 
Blair Knox  
California Independent Petroleum Association 
1001 K Street, 6th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
California League of Conservation Voters  
350 Frank H Ogawa Plaza, #1100 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
California League of Food Processors 
1755 Creekside Oaks Drive, #250 
Sacramento, CA  95833 
 
California Manufacturing Association 
1115 11th Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
California Municipal Utilities Association 
915 L Street, #1460 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
California Police Chiefs Association 
1127 11th Street, #830 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
814 North Van Ness Ave. 
Fresno, CA  93728 
 
California Special Districts Association 
1112 I Street, #200 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
California Water Association 
601 Van Ness Ave., #2047 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
 
California Water Impact Network  
808 Romero Canyon Road 
Santa Barbara, CA  93108 
 
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment 
1012 Jefferson Street 
Delano, CA  93215 
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cc (cont.): 
 
Clean Water Action 
350 Frank H Ogawa Plaza, #200 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
Coastal Environmental Rights Foundation 
1140 South Coast Highway 101 
Encinitas, CA  92024 
 
Community Water Center 
909 12th Street, Suite #200 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Defenders of Wildlife 
1303 J Street, #270 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water 
P.O. Box 188911 
Sacramento, CA  95818 
 
Environmental Water Caucus  
120 Broadway, Suite 105 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
 
Family Winemakers of California 
520 Capitol Mall, #260 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Food and Water Watch 
1814 Franklin Street, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
Friends of the River 
1418 20th Street 
Sacramento, CA  95811 
 
Geological Society of America 
3300 Penrose Place 
Boulder, CO  80301 
 
Groundwater Resources Association of California 
1215 K Street, #940 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Independent Oil Producers Agency 
4520 California Avenue, #230 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
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cc (cont.): 
 
April Attebury 
Karuk Tribe 
P.O. Box 629 
Yreka, CA  96097 
 
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability 
764 P Street, Suite 12 
Fresno, CA  93721 
 
League of Women Voters of California 
1107 9th Street, #300 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
National Association of Water Companies 
2001 L Street NW, Suite 850 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
National Parks Conservation Association 
777 6th Street, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC  20001 
 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
111 Sutter Street, #20 
San Francisco, CA  94104 
 
Nisei Farmers League 
1775 North Fine Ave. 
Fresno, CA  93727 
 
Planning and Conservation League 
1107 9th Street, #901 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Self-Help Enterprises 
8445 W Elowin Court 
Visalia, CA  93291 
 
Sierra Club California 
801 K Street, #2700 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
The Nature Conservancy 
201 Mission Street, 4th Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
 
Water Master Support Services  
6447 Jaguar Drive 
Riverside, CA  92506 
 



 - 11 -  
 
 
cc (cont.): 
 
Water Resources and Policy Initiatives 
5500 University Parkway 
San Bernardino, CA 92407 
 
Western Agricultural Processors Association 
1785 North Fine Ave. 
Fresno, CA  93727 
 
Western Growers Association 
17620 Fitch Street 
Irvine, CA  92614 
 
Gail Delihant, Director of Government Affairs 
Western Growers Association 
1415 L Street, Suite 1060 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Western Plant Health Association 
4460 Duckhorn Drive, #A 
Sacramento, CA  95834 
 
Jeff Sickenger  
Western States Petroleum Association  
1415 L Street, #600 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Wholly H20 
363 17th Street, Suite 301 
Oakland, CA  94612 


